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4-H Family News
Hello 4-H Families and Volunteers,

Montcalm County

March 2025

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/

(989) 831 - 7500
msue.montcalm@county.msu.edu

Sunni Haglund (4-H Program 
Coordinator)
haglun10@msu.edu

Vicki Newcomb (Office Manager)
newcombv@msu.edu

211 W Main St, PO Box 368
Stanton, Michigan
48888

With fair approaching faster than we realize, there will soon 
be a lot of information coming out.  I know that informative 
emails can be a lot to process at times, but we ask that you 
pay attention to the information and dates presented.  If you 
have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to me at 
any time.  If I can’t answer your question, I will find the 
contact that can.  
YQCA/Exhibitor workshop information is on page 24
We also ask that you attend the committee meetings, or 
send a rep from your club, to ensure that all of the 
information is getting to all families.  Thank you all for your 
continued support and trust in me!
Sincerely,
Sunni Haglund
4-H Program Coordinator
Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations
Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash Building –
Fairgrounds

4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Ash Building –
Fairgrounds & via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/93418977992 passcode: 
4Hdog)

4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Tuesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  Ash Building –
Fairgrounds & via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: 
Horse)

4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of the month  |  
7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 passcode: 
4HCCC)

4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694
passcode: 4Hyouth)

4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  
Ash Building  - Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/93871161694 passcode: 4Hyouth)
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Other Services Offered:

MSUE Master 
Gardener Hotline: 
1-888-678-3464 
The hotline is open 
weekdays between 9-
noon and 1 – 4 p.m. 
Select option “1” to 
speak directly with a 
gardening expert.

Ask an Expert: 
Ask Extension offers 
one-to-one answers 
from MSU Extension 
experts and 
Extension Master 
Gardener volunteers 
on topics such as 
lawns, gardening, 
agriculture, nutrition 
and physical activity, 
food safety, food 
preservation, natural 
resources, 
community 
development, youth 
programming and 
more! 
Ask here: 
https://www.canr.msu
.edu/outreach/ask-
an-expert

• Fairboard Date: 3/3/25
• Dog Committee Date:3/6/25
• Horse Leaders Date: 3/11/25
• YQCA/Exhibitor Workshop Date: 3/16/25
• Advisory Council Date: 3/17/25
• Community Connections Date: 3/17/25
• County-wide Dog Practice Date: 3/18/25
• YQCA/Exhibitor Workshop Date: 3/22/25
• Small Animal Date: 4/28/25
• Youth Livestock Date: 4/28/25
• MCFAAC (Livestock) Date: 4/28/25

Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting 
can be found on the front page of this newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County 
Fairgrounds UPDATED webpage 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
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4-H Committee News
Join us in our 4-H committee meetings, while we plan/prepare or the 
upcoming year.  You have a voice too we just need to hear it!  Youth 
and adults are welcome.

4-H Committees:
Dog Committee – 1st Thursday of every month at 6:30pm at the Ash Building
Horse Leaders – 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7pm at the Ash Building
Advisory Council – 3rd Monday of every month at 6:30pm via Zoom
Community Connections – 3rd Monday of every month following Advisory Council via 
Zoom
Small Animal Committee – 4th Monday of every month at 6pm at the Ash Building
Youth Livestock Committee – 4th Monday of every month at 6:30pm at the Ash 
Building

The committee meetings are a great opportunity to have your voice be heard.  Any 
4-H member/family can attend and take part in the planning of the species-specific 
events throughout the year and at fair.  It is encouraged and very important to attend 
so that everyone has a voice.  Typically, August through October is when most of the 
changes are voted on, but planning occurs throughout the year.  

4-H Dog Committee is planning for upcoming dog related events: Easter egg hunt, County-
wide dog practices, dog shows, Dog Days of Summer, fun runs, etc.  See page 32 for 
statewide dog program opportunities.  If you would like to assist in the planning, organizing, 
coordinating, or just with the event itself, join us for our monthly meetings!

4-H Horse Leaders are hosting a Spring tack sale, Coggins clinic, Proud Equestrian 
Program open house, Spring shows, and much more!  See pages 20 through 22 for more 
information.  



4-H Committee News 
4-H Advisory Council is ready to receive the 4-H’er of the Year (due by March 31st) and 
College Scholarship applications (due by March 28th).  Don’t hesitate to reach out if you 
have any questions along the way  https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships 

4-H Community Connections Committee has started their Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital toy drive challenge.  As a reminder, there is a bin at our Stanton office, just outside 
of our door.  Any new/homemade gifts, puzzles, activity books, art supplies, etc., can be 
used as a donation.  All clubs that participate in this challenge, qualify for something special 
hosted by the 4-H CCC at fair!  Challenge runs through the end of March.  They are also 
working with the IM Kids with their wish list.  See pages 14 through 17 for more information.  

The Small Animal Committee is finishing up the plans for our spring showmanship 
workshop.  Let them know if you have any ideas, or if you would like to contribute to the 
planning/organizing/running of the workshop.  They are also looking for donations for door 
prizes. This workshop is a fundraiser for new rabbit/poultry/goat pens.  See page 31 for 
more information)

The Youth Livestock Committee is working with the Horse Committee to have a bake-sale 
table set up during their tack/craft sale on March 18th from 10-4.  The committee is looking 
for youth/families to either donate baked goods or help at the booth (page 23).  If you are 
willing to assist in any way, please email Sunni or go directly to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4CA5A629A1FAC16-55354366-youth#/ .  The 
youth are also planning to have a special guest come and talk about carcass evaluation 
during their April meeting. If you would like more information or are willing to help plan 
future programming, email Sunni and she will let them know.  We hope to see more faces 
come to our 4th Monday meetings.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships
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Montcalm County Fair Association

Our website just got some updates!  We have included a fair pictures 
tab, under the fair information tab: 
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/fairpics.  We also have 
various committees that are always looking for new faces and input.  
If you’re interested in serving on one of the following committees, 
please reach out to Sunni at haglun10@msu.edu.

MCFA Committees:
Accessibility
Association Membership
Awards
Biosecurity
Budget and Audit
Buildings and Grounds
By-laws/Policies and Procedures
Camping
Fairbook
Grandstand Events
Judges
Kids Day/Special Needs Day 
Livestock and Agriculture (MCFAAC)
Marketing
Parking/Security
Plat Book
ShoWorks
Vendors/concessions/exhibits

MCFA Info/Updates:

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/fairpics
mailto:haglun10@msu.edu


Montcalm County Fair Association

From the Livestock Committee: 

Swine Tags will be available the following times:

March 3 - at Fairboard Meeting
March 16 - 3 to 5 pm. during YQCA/PreFair Meeting
March 22 - 9 to 11 a.m. during YQCA/PreFair Meeting
April 7 - at Fairboard Meeting
April 14 - during Market Goat, Sheep, Feeder Tag In

Showorks Tentative Date - April 27th to May 11th - more information 
to come

Tag In Dates for Market Goat, Sheep, and Feeders:
April 14 – 6-8pm
April 26 – 8-10pm

There will be no MCFAAC meeting on March 24th.

MCFA Info/Updates:



Montcalm County Fair Association

Sponsored site holders should have already received a reminder email 
with this information.
•Sponsored site yearly payment Due by February 26 ($200 unless first 
year)
•Sponsored site installment payments Due by February 26. 
($500 X4 or $2000 in full)
•If Sponsored site payments are not received your site opens for 
public.
•Sponsored sites $2000 in full or 4 installments of $500.  (Form on 
Website)
Fair Reservations open March 1st  at 8am.
•Electric Sites $200
•Rustic Sites $100
Make Payments online:
Camping Information — Montcalm County Fairgrounds
Watch for more Fair Camping information on our Website, Facebook 
page and Text reminder.
For questions, please email countyfair59@yahoo.com.

***SIGN UP FAIR FAMILY***
For Text Updates and Reminders 
Text @MONTCALMCO TO: 81010

mailto:countyfair59@yahoo.com


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Open your home to a student with the 4-H International Exchange Program!
Michigan 4-H will have 10 Japanese youth and one chaperone arriving 
in 2025; we are looking for families interested in opening their homes 
and hearts by hosting these individuals. Consider sharing the clover 
this summer and giving a lucky Japanese youth and your family the 
experience of a lifetime by hosting!

The Japanese delegation is scheduled to arrive in Grand Rapids in 
mid-July and depart in mid-August, meeting host families for a 3.5-
week stay. Online applications to host can be found at: 
https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/. 

For more information, contact Michigan 4-H International Exchange 
Program Coordinator Jan Brinn at brinn@msu.edu.

MSU Extension launches 2025 Global Voices Essay 
Contest with MSU Global Youth Advancement Network 
The Global Voices Essay Contest offers a platform for young people around the world to 
advocate for their communities and share their opinions and stories about local and 
national challenges. Michigan students in grades 9-12, and young adults ages 18-24, are 
invited to share their own stories, reflections and visions by writing and submitting a 600-
900-word essay focused on community (defined as the rich tapestry of cultures, 
experiences and ideas that shape our state). Sub-themes for the essay contest include 
shared natural resources, heritage and home, bridges of unity, innovation for the future 
and other.

A panel of MSU, MSU Extension, and Michigan 4-H judges will review and select the winning essays, which will be published on the 
MSU Global Youth Advancement Network website and receive cash prizes!

The deadline for youth to submit their essay online is May 2. For more info please visit: https://globalyouth.isp.msu.edu/programs-
projects/global-voices/essay-contest/call-submissions-2/ 

Michigan 4-H needs your input! 
Michigan 4-H is conducting a survey to better understand the topics and educational approaches that 
best meet community needs. Your feedback will help us improve and enhance how Michigan 4-H 
serves families across the state. 

Visit https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqmeT5Dxtthvjca or scan the QR code to share your 
input and help shape the future of the Michigan 4-H program. If you have questions regarding this 
survey, please reach out to Kathy Fischer at fisch226@msu.edu.

https://www.states4hexchange.org/apply/host/
mailto:brinn@msu.edu
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 3: Adulting 101 – Get It Together: Tim and Organization Tips to Thrive
Online
Learn practical tips to tackle schedules, beat procrastination and organize spaces to help you be 
successful now and in the future.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/get-it-together

March 11: 4-H Give Green Day
Online
Help us reach our goal of raising $5,000 in a 24-hour period on Give Green Day to support learning 
experiences for Michigan 4-H youth.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4h-give-green-day

March 11: Wild Spartans
Online
Join 4-H staff for the "Wild Spartans" series for a look into life working with fisheries and wildlife! This 
month’s session will explore conservation efforts in zoos with Seth Magle, director of the Urban 
Wildlife Institute at the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-monthly-wildlife-fisheries-webinar-series-march-2024-2025

March 15: Michigan 4-H Hippology Contest
East Lansing
Youth aged 5-19 are eligible to demonstrate their comprehensive equine knowledge and skills in an 
engaging setting.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-michigan-4-h-state-hippology-contest

March 18: Mich. 4-H Volunteer Webinar - Cultivating Developmental Relationships with Youth
Online
Explore how to build impactful connections with youth through developmental relationships. This 
series will provide volunteers with a variety of learning opportunities to help them grow as a 
volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. This session will be offered twice:

• 12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-the-
heart-of-4-h-cultivating-developmental-relationships-with-youth-noon

• 7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-the-
heart-of-4-h-cultivating-developmental-relationships-with-youth-7pm

April 1: 2025 Michigan 4-H State Awards application deadline
Online
This program provides 4-H members a learning experience where they can develop career skills by 
using their 4-H experiences to compile a portfolio similar to a professional application while receiving 
recognition for their 4-H involvement.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-michigan-4-h-state-awards-application-deadline

 

4-H Youth in 
Action Program 

applications open

Apply now for the 2026 4-H 
Youth in Action Awards! 
Each year, the program 
recognizes four confident 
young leaders with diverse 
backgrounds and unique 
perspectives who are making 
a difference in their 
communities.

Winners will have the once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
share their stories along with 
unforgettable experiences, 
celebration on the national 
stage, recognition in the 
media and a $5,000 college 
scholarship.

This opportunity is open to 
youth ages 14-19. The 
deadline to apply is March 
31. Learn more and apply 
at https://4-h.org/programs/4-
h-youth-in-action-
program/application/.
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Upcoming Events
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2025 Calendar of Statewide 
Animal Science Events

January 25 State 4-H Rabbit and Cavy Show & Expo

February 15 4-H Animal Science Career Quest

March 1-2 4-H Dairy Conference

March 8  4-H Spring Livestock Workshop

March 15  4-H Hippology State Contest

March 29  4-H & FFA Horse Judging State Contest

May 8  4-H & FFA Meats Judging State Contest

June 11-12 Youth Livestock Judging Camp

June 25  4-H & FFA Livestock Judging State Contest

June 28  4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl

July 7-8 & 9-10 4-H Animal and Veterinary Science Camp

July 15-17 4-H Youth Dairy Days

August 14-17 4-H State Horse Show

Other programs could include the State 4-H Dog Show, species 
workshops, and more!

Scan me for 
more 
information 
about these 
programs!

4-H Animal Science Staff

Autumn Converse
4-H Livestock and Veterinary 
Science Educator
conver20@msu.edu

David Lindsay
4-H Equine Educator
lindsa75@msu.edu 

Kendra Van Order
4-H Dairy Educator
vanorde4@msu.edu

Jacob Stieg
4-H Poultry Point of Contact
stieg@msu.edu 

Kat VanDouser
4-H Dog Point of Contact
krollkat@msu.edu 

Glenda Weiss
4-H Rabbit & Cavy Point of 
Contact
weissgle@msu.edu 

mailto:conver20@msu.edu
mailto:lindsa75@msu.edu
mailto:vanorde4@msu.edu
mailto:stieg@msu.edu
mailto:krollkat@msu.edu
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Upcoming Events



STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 8: Bubble Day at the Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
As we explore the wonderful world of bubbles we will paint, eat and even make music with bubbles.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day

August 11: 4-H Children's Garden 30th Birthday Party
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
We will celebrate the garden's pearl birthday with activities and games. We will open the time 
capsule, eat cake and much more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party

August 13: Bee Palooza
Michigan Horticulture Gardens, East Lansing
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the insect pollinators around you? Join us for prizes, 
vendors, a bee petting zoo, face painting and more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-beepalooza

August 13: Tri-County Archery Tournament
Washtenaw Sportsman’s Club, Ypsilanti Township
Archers to the line! 4-H archers aged 9 and up are welcome to meet fellow competitors and test their 
skill. Registration is due Aug. 6.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/tri-county-archery-tournament

August 15: Kayaking Days Presented by Antrim County 4-H
Paddles and Pedals, Bellaire
Learn water safety, paddle techniques, navigation and receive introduction to stewardship of inland 
waterways. Open to youth in Antrim, Otsego, Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Charlevoix counties.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/kayaking-days-presented-by-antrim-county-4-h

August 16: Adulting 101 – Eating Healthy on a Budget
Online
Preparing healthy food and staying within your budget does not have to be a challenge. Planning, 
preparing, and purchasing strategies will be shared so you can stretch your food dollars further.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-8-16

September 16: Festival of the Pines Archery Tournament
Maple Grove Park, Lake City
Archers to the line! 4-H members are invited to meet fellow competitors and test their skill
www.canr.msu.edu/events/festival-of-the-pines-archery-tournament

 

 

Welcome Back MSU 4-H 
Alumni Reception

Join MSU Extension for the 
sixth annual MSU Welcome 
Back 4-H Alumni Reception 
on Wednesday, September 6.

All current or former
4-H’ers attending MSU this fall 
are invited to stop by the 
grassy area on the north side 
of the Morrill Hall of Agriculture 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
for networking and free dinner!

Members of the MSU
Extension staff will be on site to 
interact with 4-H alums and 
free pizza and pop will be
provided. Come to meet fellow 
4-H’ers, network with staff 
and students and have fun.

Learn more 
at www.canr.msu.edu/events/
msu-welcome-week-4-h-
alumni-reception.
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4-H CCC Challenge Info:
Do you want to make a financial donation to the IM Kids 3rd Meal? You can 
donate through our PayPal account. It will come up showing the Michigan Center 
for 21st. C. Teaching & Learning. IM Kids 3rd Meal operates under the 501(C)3 
Michigan Center for 21st. C. Teaching & Learning. 

The 4-H Community Connections Committee is looking for items from the wish list, 
or clubs to decorate some lunch sacks for the kiddos!  If you’re interested in 
donating, please reach out to Tonya at twinkey362@gmail.com and Sunni at 
haglun10@msu.edu.

mailto:twinkey362@gmail.com
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4-H CCC Challenge Info:
Do you want to make a financial donation to the IM Kids 3rd Meal? You can 
donate through our PayPal account. It will come up showing the Michigan Center 
for 21st. C. Teaching & Learning. IM Kids 3rd Meal operates under the 501(C)3 
Michigan Center for 21st. C. Teaching & Learning. Donate Here Support Us
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or clubs to decorate some lunch sacks for the kiddos!  If you’re interested in 
donating, please reach out to Tonya at twinkey362@gmail.com or Sunni at 
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Upcoming Events
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-day-at-the-breslin 
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Upcoming Events
Who: Youth in 9th grade through 12th grade.  4-H and non-4-H members welcome! (Non 4-H members will be asked to sign up 
in 4-H Online)
What: a 3-day event where youth can meet with peers to talk about issues that are important to them, network with folks that 
work in a wide variety of roles related to public policy, and see state government in action.
When/Where: Sunday, March 16 through Tuesday, March 18, in-person at the Okemos Conference Center and Michigan’s 
State Capitol
Cost: $365 includes conference registration, lodging, and meals
Register Now Until March 1 at: https://events.anr.msu.edu/CapitolExperience2025/
Additional Overnight Lodging Available: Hotel reservations at the Okemos Conference Center are available to families 
interested in extending their stay in Lansing before or after the event at Okemos Conference Center. Note that 
parents/guardians are responsible for their children before and after the program, including lodging and transportation if 
needed. Staff will not provide supervision for overnight lodging for any additional nights.

https://events.anr.msu.edu/CapitolExperience2025/
https://okemoseventcenter.com/


Upcoming Events
Registration is now open for the Spring 2025 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Workshop! We hope to offer all disciplines 
at this workshop, and I’ve included some details including a social media graphic (attached) and suggested text below. 
Full event details and registration can be found at: https://events.anr.msu.edu/2025SpringWorkshop/

https://events.anr.msu.edu/2025SpringWorkshop/
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https://events.anr.msu.edu/2025GLNRC/


Upcoming Events
The Michigan 4-H Dog Show Scoresheets have been updated! The most up to date versions can be found on our 
website: https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_dog_show_scoresheets 
Agility score sheets can be found in the agility manual, which was updated this past fall: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_dog_agility_manual_4h1647 

Looking to level up your dog training, husbandry, and show skills? New to the 4-H dog project? Join us on April 
12th, 2025 for our annual Spring 4-H Dog Workshop! Pre-registration is required for this event. Registration closes 
on April 4th, 2025 at MIDNIGHT! To register, and for more information, please 
visit: https://events.anr.msu.edu/2025DogWorkshop4H/

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_dog_show_scoresheets
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/michigan_4_h_dog_agility_manual_4h1647
https://events.anr.msu.edu/2025DogWorkshop4H/


Check this out!!!
https://www.bogsfootwear.com/shop/styleGridSearch.html?pageNumber=0&text=4-h 

https://www.bogsfootwear.com/shop/styleGridSearch.html?pageNumber=0&text=4-h
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